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Marketing Report

February 6th – February 12th
CHILEAN GRAPES
GREEN SEEDLESS -

Sugraone / Thompson / T. Seedless – This week will continue the sharp dip in green grape volume that both coasts experienced starting last week. As production shifts from Copiapo to the central Chile growing regions, we will continue to see a variety gap that will affect availability. Only minimal supplies of Thompson and Sugraone green grapes will arrive this week and continue to put a strain on supplies. Expect this to continue into mid-February and then volume will pick up again by the end of the month. FOB prices will remain firm, especially on L and XL fruit.
RED SEEDLESS
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A SOLID PARTNERSHIP MAKES A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE



Flame – Volume will remain steady on Chilean flames, with most importers continuing to receive good supplies over the next week. Size will remain an issue, with most arrivals peaking on small and medium – large sized fruit. This will create a tighter market for fruit with good size. The last fruit from Copiapo continues to show quality issues due to splits caused by weather and growing practices, but is expected to change as we switch regions. Quality and size is anticipated to pick up quickly by the end of the week, but the big push will remain on M/L fruit where FOB prices will be the most aggressive.
RED GLOBE

Peruvian – Good volume of Peruvian red globes will be available on both coasts this week as steady volume continues to arrive. Overall, most importers are fighting a low demand for inventories that have built up. Expect FOB prices and availability to stay aggressive as importers look to move volume and create an equilibrium point. Quality and size will remain outstanding and continue through the balance of the season.
BLACK GRAPE

Arrivals of Chilean black grape will remain steady this week as importers run inventories and look to promote. Quality and size on the first arrivals of “Unknown” variety have been outstanding. Now is the time to promote through the end of the month as volume picks up and FOB prices continue to adjust.

STONE FRUIT

Yellow Peach – Supplies will remain light this week as only minimal supplies of yellow peach arrive on the West Coast. Volume will be slightly up on the East, but definetly not in heavy numbers. Elegant Lady will be picking up steam by the end of the week and we will slowly start to see increased volume on late season varieties as we progress towards mid-February. Supplies will be light, but still allow for limited promotions on the both coasts. Volume is considerably down from the historical averages for this time of the year. FOB prices will remain relatively firm as importers continue to see good movement.
[image: image2.jpg]



Yellow Nectarine – Volume will pick up considerably this week as Venus and Summer Diamond arrive in moderate volume on both Coasts. As of late, supplies have been very limited and this will be the first week to allow for good promotions of yellow nectarine. Quality will be strong as we see mid-season varieties start to arrive. FOB prices will adjust slightly, but more importantly, retailers will be able to promote with assurance that supplies will be available. Expect availability to remain steady until mid-February and then start to dip again as we approach late season varieties.
White Peach – White peaches will remain very limited on both coasts as only minimal supplies continue to arrive. Overseas demand from China and Russia will continue to pull a majority of the fruit being packed, with only minimal supplies being sent to the States. Snow King will be the bulk of the arrivals, but still very limited and mostly pre-committed before arriving to the U.S. Avoid any type of ad promotions for the near future as supplies will remain very limited.

White Nectarine – Availability will remain very tight as growers continue to export a majority of the white nectarine crop to Asia. Bright Pearl will be the main variety arriving, but in very limited numbers. Inventories will be very tight for the time being and this will help to keep FOB prices high. Expect to see a similar situation all season, with only spot market availability on either coast.
Red Plum – Importers have cleaned up the last of their Sapphire variety red plum and are now anticipating increased arrivals of Fortune and Hiromi Red plum over the next couple weeks. Supplies will be light compared to the bulk of black plums from Chile, but decent supplies will still be available. Light promotions will be available, especially on 50 size tray pack. Expect larger fruit to remain limited due to growing conditions in Chile. Volume will pick up by 2/15 as more supplies hit.
Black Plum – The last of the Black Ambers have cleaned up and now importers will start to see Friar plums arrive in moderate volume. Arrivals will be up to a promotable level on both coasts, but size will be down slightly. Most growers are peaking on 50 size trays, with very limited amounts of 40 size and larger. Now is a good time to promote while volume continues to arrive. Expect steady supplies and adjusting FOB prices into mid-February once Friars slowly start to wind down.
CALIFORNIA – Fall / Winter Fruits
Navel Oranges – The California navel orange crop will continue to suffer as the Central Valley was hit hard by freeze and is expected to see 10 – 20% damage on all citrus varieties. Damage is not expected to be catastrophic, but growers are expected to see decreased pack outs due to some fields showing more dry cell (freeze damage) than others. Low sugar levels caused by the lack of rain this winter have not helped with the possible damage caused by the freeze. This will decrease supplies slightly and may help to firm up the current market. Damages will be assed by the end of the week, but plenty of volume will remain available to promote. Be careful on certain sizes that may be tighter than others.
