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ONIONS AND POTATOES
Potatoes
The “stocks on hand” report for the remainder of the 2011 russet potato crop is due out the end of the week.
By all accounts “holiday” business was encouraging and continued strong with post-holiday volumes.  The task now remains to see what russet potatoes are purchased from processors and what remains available for the fresh consumer market.  The thinking throughout the Northwest growing area leans toward a short supply market for the remainder of this season.  Until the growers can get a handle on the accurate tonnage, prices should remain strong on consumer bags and cartons.

Red potatoes from the Skagit Valley in Washington will continue out of storage until the end of February.  The recent freeze in Florida did limited damage and will get underway on February 6.

Kern County, CA will continue to supply white rose potatoes until the beginning of March when the harvest switches to Coachella Valley.

Onions

The 2011 domestic onion storage crop appears to have “hit the wall”.  Storage issues such as pressure bruising, translucent scales and early germination have begun to appear from several different growing areas.  I would like to think that the rains during the “Fall Harvest” have to be the culprit of this.  Now this does not necessarily mean that there are not good quality onions available to purchase, only that the fob market has been in decline since right after the Thanksgiving holiday.
The sweet onion market from Peru has ended and Chilean sweets have begun to ship.  Overall quality has been good.  Mexico will start to ship their variety of a sweet onion by the end of this month.
